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THE FLOWERING OF THE COUNTRY HOUSE:
Architects, Designers AnD crAftsmen 1550-1950

The Northamptonshire area has an 
unparalleled wealth of wonderful houses 
of national importance, illustrating the 
development of the English country house 
from the early flowering of the Renaissance in 
Tudor times to the dramatic panache of late 
Stuart Baroque and the elegant classicism 
of the Georgian age. In privileged private 
visits we will have an unrivalled opportunity 
to study these houses, their furnishings and 
collections, their manorial churches, gardens 
and landscape settings and enjoy the work of 

some of the most remarkable architects, designers and craftsmen of the age. Many of the 
chosen houses are still the homes of the families who built them, and have almost totally 
escaped the changing tastes of the last two and a half centuries and thus preserve a particular 
evocative atmosphere and sense of timelessness. All the houses have fine interiors, important 
collections of furniture and the decorative arts, and many have outstanding gardens.

ProvisionAl ProgrAmme

The Elizabethan period is one of feverish 
activity as the gentry sought to rebuild 
their houses on a grander scale. Picturesque 
Deene Park, home to the Brudenells for 
six hundred years, epitomises a rambling, 
irregular, early Tudor courtyard house 
updated  in  the  1570s  with  a magnificent 
new Great Hall. Burghley, built by 
William Cecil, Lord Burghley c.1556-80 is 
one of the greatest and most sensational of 
Elizabethan prodigy houses. Its dramatic 
silhouette evokes an effect of romance and fantasy, redolent of the Gothic past, yet Burghley 
also incorporates the new Renaissance ideas. Although Elizabethan Kirby Hall (1570- ) is 
now a romantic ruin, it is one of the most important houses of its date, with Renaissance 
detail unique in Britain at this time. Canons Ashby is a delightful small Tudor manor 
house; its richly decorated Great Chamber (1590-1630s) is one of the finest of the period. The 
Elizabethan delight in symbolism is displayed in Thomas Tresham’s unique Triangular 
Lodge (1593-5), allegorising the Trinity.
In the work of the great court architect, Inigo Jones, the mature Italian Renaissance reaches 
England in the early 17th-century. The influence of Inigo’s classicism is seen in the Palladian 
pavilions of Stoke Park (1629-35) and in the work of his pupil John Webb, who in 1654 
built a serene Italianate villa at Lamport Hall. Stanford Hall, ancestral home of the 
Cave family since 1480, and rebuilt 1697-1700 by Sir Roger Cave, is a perfect William and 
Mary house. Here classical forms and English tradition are fused to create a beautiful house 
satisfying in scale and harmonious in proportion.
From the late 1680s many aristocratic seats were transformed under the influence of the 
Baroque architecture of France and Italy. Some of the most sumptuous Baroque interiors in 
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England are found at Burghley and 
Boughton House, where the state 
rooms with their painted ceilings, 
oak panelled walls and magnifi cent 
furnishings remain almost 
unchanged since 1700. Burghley also 
has a large collection of Grand Tour 
paintings acquired in Italy by the 5th 
and 9th Earls. At Drayton, William 
Talman’s spectacular courtyard 
façade in richest Baroque forms a theatrical contrast to the austere walls of the mediaeval 
house. Warkton church has a magnifi cent series of Baroque Montagu family monuments, 
including two masterpieces by Roubilliac.
Red brick Cottesbrooke Hall (1702-13) is a delightful example of the smaller Queen Anne 
house by the important local architect, Francis Smith of Warwick and has a wonderful 
staircase rich with Rococo plasterwork. Francis Smith also produced very fi ne early Georgian 
interiors for Stanford Hall, Kelmarsh Hall and Lamport Hall. James’s Gibbs’s Kelmarsh 
Hall (1730-6) is a distinguished house, with magnifi cent plasterwork; here the décor is by 
the infl uential interior designer, Nancy Lancaster (1897-1994), responsible for the ‘English 
country house look’. Finally, 78 Derngate in Northampton is a rare example of an interior by 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh and the only place in the world where one can see Mackintosh’s 

mature Art Nouveau style in its original setting.
The tour includes many important gardens. 
An Elizabethan garden has been recreated from 
documents at Kirby Hall; Canons Ashby is a rare 
survival of an early 18th-century formal garden. 
Boughton has a wonderful early Georgian semi-
formal landscape, whilst Burghley is set in a 
magnifi cent18th-century  ‘Capability’  Brown  park. 
Many distinguished garden designers have also 
contributed to the beautiful gardens of Kelmarsh 
Hall and Cottesbrooke Hall.

toUr leADers

The tour will be led by Barbara Peacock, MA, FRSA and Dr David Jones, author 
and historian, formerly lecturer in Furniture History, School of Art History, St Andrews 
University 
Barbara is founder and director of Wessex Fine Art Study Tours in 1982 and has since 
led numerous successful tours in Britain and overseas. Her particular interest is the country 
house and its associated historic landscape. She lectures internationally for organisations 
such as the National Trust, the Art Fund and the Arts Society.        

The Old White Hart Hotel           Bedroom        Private lecture /dining room



Booking form

(PLEASE USE BLOCK LETTERS)

I/We wish to attend the 2021 Autumn Study Course and 

would like to reserve accommodation in a single/shared 

room. A £200 non-returnable deposit can be paid by 

BACS into the following account: Wessex Fine Art Study 

Courses account 76898668 sort code 30-99-71 and the 

booking form emailed to wfasc-tours@wfasc.co.uk or by 

cheque payable to Wessex Fine Art Study Courses and 

sent with the booking form to:

WFASC Enrolments, Church Cottage, Beauworth, 

Alresford, Hants SO24 0PA

[1] Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other (please include first name) .............  

Address: ..............................................................................

.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

Postcode:........................... Telephone: ...............................

Email: ...................................................................................

[2] Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other (please include first name) .............  

Address: ..............................................................................

.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................

Postcode:........................... Telephone: ...............................

Email: ...................................................................................

Signature: ............................................................................

How did you hear about this course?

.............................................................................................

.............................................................................................
Please indicate if you wish to receive details of future 

courses and to be on our mailing list:   Yes  No

Please indicate if you are a member of the; National Trust    

English Heritage  The Art Fund  Historic Houses 

Please visit our website for further photographs 

www.wfasc.co.uk

PrActicAlities

The tour will be based at the Old White Hart Hotel, a 
traditional country inn in the charming unspoilt village of 
Lyddington, just over the Northamptonshire border in 
Rutland. Dating from the 17th century, this small Hotel has 
many period features combined with modern comforts. 
The bedrooms are spacious and very well appointed, 
and most have baths as well as showers. The restaurant 
has received a number of awards. Our group will occupy 
most of the Hotel and we shall have a very attractive room 
for private dining and lectures. The Hotel is rated four 
star in booking.com. For photos and further information  
see https://oldwhitehart.co.uk/

The  7-day tour, limited to 22 participants, will cost £2150 
per person in a twin-bedded or double room, £165 
single supplement. This will include accommodation, 
B/B/D for 6 nights in the Old White Hart Hotel, most 
lunches, coffees and teas, all coach transport, entrance 
fees, detailed notes and the services of the lecturers.

The nearest railway station is Kettering, reached by 
frequent trains from London, St Pancras. Check in at 
the Hotel is available from 1400 on Sunday October 10, 
2021. Registration will take place during the afternoon. 

Further details will be sent out nearer the time.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

A £200 deposit guarantees your booking, with the balance 
of the course fees payable by August 16, 2021.

Cancellation charges are as follows:

56 days or more before start of course - loss of deposit
55 - 43 days before start of course - 50% of the total
42 - 29 days before start of course - 60% of the total
28 - 22 days before start of course - 85% of the total
21 - 0 days before start of course - 100% of the total

IF WFASC cancels the course: Refund of deposit and 
course fees

It is a condition of booking that you arrange travel 
insurance to protect yourself against loss. 

If Covid related circumstances force the cancellation 
of the tour, WFASC undertakes to refund all course 
fees in full. 

In view of the current nationwide situation, WFASC 
reserves the right to make alterations to the programme 
if necessary and keep you informed of any changes.


